Journal to Stella

LETTER XXVII

self pretty well into him, when his under-seoretary20 came
in (who lodges in the same house with us) and interrupted
all my scheme. I have just left him; 'tis late, &c.
2. I have been now five days at Windsor, and Patrick
has been drunk three times that I have seen, and oftener
I believe. He has lately had cloaths that have cost me five
pounds, and the dog thinks he has the whip hand of me;
he begins to master me; so now I am resolved to part with
him, and will use him without the least pity. The secretary
and I have been walking three or four hours to-day. The
duchess of Shrewsbury21 asked him, was not that Dr. Dr.
and she could not say my name in English, but said Dr.
Presto^ which is Italian for Swift. Whimsical enough, as
Billy Swift says.22 I go to-morrow with the secretary to
his house at Buckleberry,2* twenty-five miles from hence,
and return early on Sunday morning. I will leave this
letter behind me lockt up, and give you an account of my
20   See p. 320 n.5
21  The Duke of Shrewsbury (p. 21 n.41) married, 20 Aug. 1705, at
Augsburg (Luttrell, Brief Relation, v. 595), Adelaide, then a widow,
daughter of the Marchese Andrea Paletftti of Bologna. Her first husband
was a noble in the household of Maria Christina, Queen of Sweden, Lady
Cowper (Diary, pp. 8-9) says the Duke was forced into the marriage after
an intrigue.  She describes the Duchess as possessed of *a wonderful Art
at entertaining and diverting People, though she would sometimes exceed
the Bounds of Decency'., See also Wentworth Papers, passim \ Hearne's
Remarks and Collections, i. 48, 50,140; Lady M. W. Montagu's sketch in
'Roxana, or, the Drawing-Room', Poetical Works, 1768, p. 9, Utters and
Works, ed. WharndifFe, ii. 434; and Reminiscences of Mr. Horace Walfole,
ed. Paget Toynbee, p, 13 3. The Duchess's brother, Ferrante, was hanged
at Tyburn, 28 Mar. 1718, for murdering his servant. She died in 1726.
22  William Swift, the son of Swift's paternal uncle, William Swift, a
solicitor in Ireknd. The younger William was born in 1687, and educated
at Trinity College, Dublin, He died in Aug. 1711, and was bored in
St. Bride's Church, Dublin. His death is referred to pott, p. 367. See
Corresp.L 8 n.4;vi. 215-16.                                             .    ,
23   St. John enjoyed the estate of Bucklebury, in Berkshire, m tfee ngfct
of his wife (p. 160 n.23), eldest daughter of Sir Henry Winchcombe, Bart,
who died in 1703. His property was divided between three daughters.
See Victoria History of Berkshire, iii. 292.
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